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15th May 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Firstly, I hope everyone has had a safe, fun and productive week.  This update will concentrate on 
the potential return of schooling at Wanborough from June 1st.   
 
Prior to the announcement from the PM last Sunday we had been debating the likely scenarios on 
the return of schools. Staff have been communicating at least twice a week collectively, Governors 
have been meeting weekly and this has reinforced my belief that we’re so lucky to have such a 

great team for the challenges at this present time. 
 
Currently, we are working through Phase 1 (below) of our plan, however, we are also planning for 
the future which will present more complex challenges for ensuring safety for pupils/staff/visitors; 
staffing; timetabling and organisation of space (to name a few!).  
 
Phase 1  Organisation of pupil’s return on June 1st – Reception, Years 1 and 6. 
Phase 2  Possible return of Years 2-5 at the end of June. 
Phase 3  September onwards. 
 
Guidance which was released on Monday, and subsequently updated last night, is helping us to 
plan and shape the provision we will be able to offer after half term.  Lots of discussions are being 
held at Government, Local Authority and Union levels so nothing is set in stone – but rest assured 
we are confident in responding to the ever changing landscape.  This does mean however that 

things might change, but I can give you some early indications of what we believe school will be 

like for the prioritised groups at Wanborough from June 1st.  Please note this is provisional and 

subject to change, and is for the period when Reception, Year 1, Year 6 and Key Worker 

groups will only be in school. 
 

• Current arrangements for Years 2-5 to remain in place.  However, teachers are likely to be 
needed to supervise during the school day so communication with pupils and parents in 
these year groups during the day will be limited. 

• School to be able to provide a provision for all children in Reception (R), Year 1 and Year 
6 Monday – Friday. 

• No breakfast or after school clubs. 

• School to have staggered start times R - 9.00am, Year 1 - 8.30 am and Year 6 - 8.45am. 

• School to have staggered finish times R - 2.45pm Year 1 - 3.00pm and Year 6 - 3.15pm 

• Collections / drop offs to be organised in support of staying safe.  eg. Only one parent to 

collect and drop off (ideally the same parent if possible), allocated waiting zones and 
school one-way systems. 

• Key worker children can be in 8.30 – 3.00pm Monday – Friday if required. 

• School to close earlier on Fridays.  

12.00pm for Year 6 (no lunch in school) 
12.15pm for Reception (lunch in school) 
12.30pm for Year 1(lunch in school)  
 

This will allow teachers PPA and extra whole school cleaning.  Key workers should 

collect by 3.00pm or as soon as they no longer require their child/children to be 

supervised. 
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• Classes divided into two groups – known as bubbles!  Bubbles decided by class teachers, 
based on a number of factors, but not solely on gender, ability or friendships.  

• Bubbles to be with familiar staff and taught by teachers (where possible). All lessons to be 

planned by the class teacher.  
 

• Bubbles in the following classrooms:    Reception - both current reception rooms 
Year 1 - current classroom and current Year 2 room 
Year 6 - current Year 6 rooms 

• Bubbles to stay in same groups for the whole day and not mix with other bubbles. 

• Break times in the mornings and afternoons to be staggered and in allocated zones with 
bubble members. 

• No fruit/veg snack scheme in operation. 

• Lunchtimes staggered – times to be confirmed for all groups. 

• Lunches to be eaten in bubbles.  Grab and Go or packed lunches from home to be eaten. 

• Play at lunchtime to be contained in allocated zones and with bubble members. 

• Supervision at lunchtime by MDSA’s allocated to bubbles. 

• Children not attending school due to personal parental reasons will be given an overview of 

the week’s work – possibly through the current one drive system for parents to home school 
from. Further clarification will be given on this next week. 

• Meetings to be held virtually or by phone wherever possible. 

• Traditional summer term events cancelled – however we will make every effort to celebrate 
Year 6 in whatever way we can. 

 
 

Safety 

 

Of course health and safety of all our stakeholders will be our over-riding priority when we are 

to return.  The following guidance will be used to ensure we meet and go above and beyond in 

the safety of children, staff and visitors.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-

measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-

measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

 

We are currently compiling a list of necessary actions / risk assessments that will need to be 

adhered to, ensuring the school is as safe as place to be as possible.  In due course I will be 

happy to share these examples with you for your re-assurance. 

 

 

 

Government guidance:  This is being updated on a regular basis, but here are the key DfE 
documents / guidance we are working from.  You are advised to read these for understanding the 
rationale behind any decisions we will be making and the plans we are putting in place to meet 
and exceed the expectations.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-
1-june 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-
prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public 

 

 

Communication: 

 

Communication so far: 

• Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 parents received a letter to ascertain children who will be 
unable to return to school. 

• Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 parents received a letter requesting initial 
thoughts/preferences on returning to school.  These should be returned by Monday 18th, 
thanks to the responses and comments we’ve received so far - it’s proving to be useful to 
gauge the feelings at this moment. 
 

 

 

Communication to follow next week: 

• Arrangements for half term. 

• List of measures in place for ensuring a safe environment. 

• Clarity on children having lunch at home. 

• Clarity on the limited curriculum provision that will be made for any children able to 
attend but that do not due to personal parental reasons. 

• Finalised details on the return to school for pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 

• Guidance to critical workers on their children (in Years 2-5) attending school. (I’m 
awaiting LA guidance as I write…) 

• Separate Zoom coffee meetings with Mr Drury next Friday for parents of children in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  These will be for each class at a time. 

 

 

Later communication: 

• Contact with parents of Reception, Year 1 and  Year 6 to confirm attendance from June 
1st. 

• Bubble allocation finalised – decided by teachers and not negotiable. 

• Confirmation of key worker children in Years 2-5 who will be attending school. 

• Arrangements for curriculum work for those unable to attend school due to shielding and 
vulnerability.  You will be sent work from the class teacher. 

• Plans for return of Years 2-5. 

• Intentions for September transition for Year 6. 
 
 
 
Apologies for the length of this letter, but hopefully it paints a picture for you of what schooling at 
Wanborough will be like next term.  I hope to keep you informed on a regular basis, so please keep 
checking those e-mails, as there could be curve balls still to come!  A big well done to everybody 
on their home schooling efforts – keep up the good work! On a personal note may I thank 
everyone for the tremendous support they have given, I really do feel very privileged to be Head 
Teacher of this school.   
 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
Andy Drury 
 
 
PS No improvement on the skipping this week!! 
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